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 DOGS:

You may love your dogs, but not everyone else does.  Did you know that it is against the law to allow your dog to defecate on someone else’s yard and not pick-up the droppings?  There are laws in Stafford County that prohibit dogs from running loose, exhibit aggressive or annoying behavior, and more.  In residential areas a dog must be on its owner's property at all times. If off of the owner's property, the dog must be on a leash with the owner or custodian. If you are a dog owner, please take a minute to read these Stafford County Code violations and make sure that you comply with them – if you do not, you can be found guilty of breaking the law.  

Sec. 5-24. - Running at large in subdivisions or mobile home parks.
(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog to permit such dog to run at large within any subdivision or mobile home park in the county. 
(b) For the purposes of this section, a dog shall be deemed to "run at large" while roaming, running or self-hunting off the property or premises of its owner or custodian and not under the control of the owner or custodian or his agent, either by leash, cord or chain. Any person who permits his dog to run at large, or remain unconfined, unrestricted, or not penned up, shall be deemed to have violated the provisions of this section. 
(c) This section shall not apply to any person while engaged in a supervised, formal obedience training class or show, or during formally sanctioned field trials, or while engaged in lawful hunting with a dog during open season or during bona fide hunting or field trial dog training. It shall be unlawful for the owner of a dog to place such dog or allow it to be placed in the custody of any other person not physically capable of maintaining effective control of such dog. 
Sec. 5-25. - Destructive or annoying dogs running at large.
No destructive or annoying dog shall be allowed to run at large in the county at any time. The owner of such a dog shall, at all times, keep such dog confined to his premises or upon a leash and held in check. 
Sec. 5-26. - Dangerous or vicious dogs running at large.
(a) No dangerous or vicious dog shall be allowed to run at large in the county at any time. The owner of such a dog shall, at all times, keep such dog confined to his premises or upon a leash and held in check. 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any dangerous or vicious animal owned or kept by him to go at large. Any such animal shall be killed by order of the judge of the general district court if, after twenty-four (24) hours' notice, such animal is not removed from the county by the owner thereof. 
(c) Violation of this section shall be punishable as a class 1 misdemeanor. 
Sec. 5-26. - Dangerous or vicious dogs running at large.
(a) No dangerous or vicious dog shall be allowed to run at large in the county at any time. The owner of such a dog shall, at all times, keep such dog confined to his premises or upon a leash and held in check. 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any dangerous or vicious animal owned or kept by him to go at large. Any such animal shall be killed by order of the judge of the general district court if, after twenty-four (24) hours' notice, such animal is not removed from the county by the owner thereof. 
(c) Violation of this section shall be punishable as a class 1 misdemeanor. 
Sec. 5-32. - Killing domestic animals other than livestock or poultry.
(a)  It shall be the duty of the animal control officer who has reason to believe that any dog in the county is killing other dogs or domestic animals other than livestock or poultry to apply to a magistrate of the county for the issuance of a warrant requiring the owner or custodian, if known, to appear before the general district court at the time and place named therein, at which time evidence shall be heard. 
(b) The animal control officer or owner shall confine the dog until such time as evidence shall be heard and a verdict rendered by the court. 
(c)  The general district court shall have the power to order the animal control officer or other officer to euthanize any dog which the evidence shows has habitually killed other dogs or domestic animals. 
Sec. 5-36. - Allowing dogs to defecate on property of others or public property; exceptions.
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly or willingly to allow any dog belonging to that person to defecate on any public property, or the property of another without the consent of the owner of the property, or his agent, provided that defecation by a dog on such property shall not be unlawful if the owner of the dog removes the dog's excrement immediately and disposes of it in a proper waste receptacle, or on the owner's own property in a lawful manner. For the purposes of this section, property of another shall include property zoned R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, PD-1 and PD-2. 
(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to seeing-eye dogs used by the vision impaired or law enforcement officers for law enforcement or tracking purposes. 
